
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2015

Community  
Asset Transfer
Stage 2: Asset Transfer Form 

Using this form will help you to make sure you include all the required information.

You should read the asset transfer guidance provided by the Scottish Government before 

making a request along with the local guidance provided on the Council’s Asset transfer 

website.

The Council actively wishes to support community groups to meet the ambitions of their local 

communities and can provide practical advice and support through our local ward officers. You 

are strongly advised to contact the Council to discuss your proposals before making an asset 

transfer request. 

Further guidance is available on the Council’s asset transfer Website

When completed, this form must be sent to: 

CommunityAssetTransfer@dumgal.gov.uk

Or by post to: 

Community Development and Empowerment Manager

Communities Directorate

Dumfries and Galloway Council

Municipal Chambers

Buccleuch Street

Dumfries 

DG1 2AD

Tel: 030 33 33 3000

0337-17



This is an asset transfer request made under Part 5 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015.

Section 1:  Information about the Community Tansfer Body (CTB) making the request

1.1 Name of the CTB making the asset transfer request

1.2 CTB address. This should be the registered address, if you have one.

Postal address:

Postcode:

1.3 Contact details. Please provide the name and contact address to which correspondence in relation to this 

asset transfer request should be sent.

Contact name:

Postal address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email:

We agree that correspondence in relation to this asset transfer request may be sent by email to the email   

address given above. (Please tick to indicate agreement) 
  

You can ask the relevant authority to stop sending correspondence by email, or change the email address, by 

telling them at any time, as long as 5 working days’ notice is given. 

1.4 Please tick the relevant box to confirm the type of CTB and its official number, if it has one.

Company, and its company number is

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), and its charity number is 

Community Benefit Society (BenCom), and its registered number is 

Unincorporated organisation (no number)

Please attach a copy of the CTB’s constitution, articles of association or registered rules.

1.5 Has the organisation been individually designated as a community transfer body by the Scottish Ministers?

Yes No

Please give the title and date of the designation order:

1.6 Does the organisation fall within a class of bodies which has been designated as community transfer bodies 

by the Scottish Ministers?

Yes No

If yes what class of bodies does it fall within? 



Section 2: Information about the land and rights requested

2.1 Please identify the land to which this asset transfer request relates.

 You should provide a street address or grid reference and any name by which the land or building is known. 

If you have identified the land on the relevant authority’s register of land, please enter the details listed 

there.

 It may be helpful to provide one or more maps or drawings to show the boundaries of the land requested. If 

you are requesting part of a piece of land, you must attach a map and full description of the boundaries of 

the area to which your request relates. If you are requesting part of a building, please make clear what area 

you require. a drawing may be helpful.

2.2 Please provide the UPRN (Unique Property Reference Number), if known.

 This should be given in the relevant authority’s register of land

 UPRN:



Section 3:  Type of request, payment and conditions

3.1 Please tick what type of request is being made:

for ownership (under section 79(2)(a)) - go to section 3A

for lease (under section 79(2)(b)(i)) - go to section 3B

for other rights (section 79(2)(b)(ii)) - go to section 3C

3A - Request for ownership

What price are you prepared to pay for the land requested? : 

Proposed price: £

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to apply to the request.

3B - request for lease

What is the length of lease you are requesting?

How much rent are you prepared to pay? Please make clear whether this is per year or per month.

Proposed rent: £  per

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to be included in the lease, 

or to apply to the request in any other way.

3C - request for other rights

What are the rights you are requesting? 

Do you propose to make any payment for these rights? 

Yes No

If yes, how much are you prepared to pay? Please make clear what period this would cover, for example per 

week, per month, per day?

Proposed payment: £ per

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to apply to the request.



Section 4: Community Proposal

4.1 Please set out the reasons for making the request and how the land or building will be used.

 This should explain the objectives of your project, why there is a need for it, any development or changes 

you plan to make to the land or building, and any activities that will take place there.



Benefits of the proposal

4.2 Please set out the benefits that you consider will arise if the request is agreed to.

 This section should explain how the project will benefit your community, and others. Please refer to the 

guidance on how the relevant authority will consider the benefits of a request.



Restrictions on use of the land

4.3 If there are any restrictions on the use or development of the land, please explain how your project will 

comply with these.

 Restrictions might include, amongst others, environmental designations such as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSI), heritage designations such as listed building status, controls on contaminated land or planning 

restrictions.

Negative consequences

4.4 What negative consequences (if any) may occur if your request is agreed to? How would you propose to 

minimise these?

 You should consider any potential negative consequences for the local economy, environment, or any group 

of people, and explain how you could reduce these.



Capacity to deliver

4.5 Please show how your organisation will be able to manage the project and achieve your objectives.

 This could include the skills and experience of members of the organisation, any track record of previous 

projects, whether you intend to use professional advisers, etc.



Section 5: Level and nature of support

5.1 Please provide details of the level and nature of support for the request, from your community and, if 

relevant, from others.

 This could include information on the proportion of your community who are involved with the request, 

how you have engaged with your community beyond the members of your organisation and what their 

response has been. You should also show how you have engaged with any other communities that may be 

affected by your proposals.



Section 6: Funding

6.1 Please outline how you propose to fund the price or rent you are prepared to pay for the land, and your 

proposed use of the land.

 You should show your calculations of the costs associated with the transfer of the land or building and 

your future use of it, including any redevelopment, ongoing maintenance and the costs of your activities. 

All proposed income and investment should be identified, including volunteering and donations. If you 

intend to apply for grants or loans you should demonstrate that your proposals are eligible for the relevant 

scheme, according to the guidance available for applicants.



Signature

Two office-bearers (board members, charity trustees or committee members) of the community transfer body 

must sign the form. They must provide their full names and home addresses for the purposes of prevention and 

detection of fraud.

This form and supporting documents will be made available online for any interested person to read and 

comment on. Personal information will be redacted before the form is made available.

We, the undersigned on behalf of the community transfer body as noted at section 1, make an asset 

transfer request as specified in this form. 

We declare that the information provided in this form and any accompanying documents is accurate to 

the best of our knowledge.

Name

Address

Date

Position

Signature

Name

Address

Date

Position

Signature

Please see checklist of accompanying documents over the page



Checklist of accompanying documents

To check that nothing is missed, please list any documents which you are submitting to accompany this form.

Section 1 - you must attach your organisation’s constitution, articles of association or registered rules

Title of document attached: 

Section 2 - any maps, drawings or description of the land requested

Documents attached:

Section 3 - note of any terms and conditions that are to apply to the request

Documents attached:

Section 4 - about your proposals, their benefits, any restrictions on the land or potential negative consequences, 

and your organisation’s capacity to deliver.

Documents attached:

Section 5 - evidence of community support

Documents attached:

Section 6 - funding

Documents attached:


	Name of CTB: Newton Stewart Initiative
	Postcode: 
	Postal address: 
	Postal address 2: 
	Contact name: 
	Telephone: 
	Check Box1: Yes
	Postcode 2: 
	Company and number: 
	SCIO and number: SC029869
	BenCom and number: 
	Email: 
	If yes what class: SCIO
	Please identify the land: 
921X10 Holmpark,Unit 1 Block 1, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X20 Holmpark, Unit 2 Block 1, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X25 Holmpark, Unit 3 Block 1, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X30 Holmpark, Unit 4 Block 1, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X40 Holmpark, Unit 5 Block 1, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X60 Holmpark, Unit 2 Block 2 Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

921X70 Holmpark, Unit 3 Block 2, Holmpark Industrial Estate, Minnigaff, DG8  6AW

Plot grid reference for the units is NX 41697 65563 

Newton Stewart Initiative seeks all the land and its policies involving the above mentioned addresses. 

A map has been included in this application. 

	Title and date of designation order: 
	UPRN: 921x10, 921x20, 921x25, 921x30, 921x40, 921x60 & 921x70
	Length of lease: 
	Proposed price: £1
	per: 
	Proposed rent: 
	Proposed payment: 
	per 2: 
	Reasons for request: This application has been designed to support the Community Asset Transfer of the Penninghame Centre and should be read in conjunction with this Stage 2 application. 

Our main objective 

The Pennninghame Centre will require extensive renovations and upgrade and it is also relatively costly to run. Through our feasibility studies we have been looking into solutions as to how we can make the Penninghame Centre sustainable, without the need for continuous external funding, which has given us with the idea of doing a Community Asset Transfer on the Minnigaff Industrial Units too, which will enable Newton Stewart Initiative (NSI) to manage the Penninghame Centre in a sustainable way, through the income generated.

From the building survey Newton Stewart Initiative has commissioned, it is clear that the Industrial Units are in a poor state of repair which is reflected in the building survey. From looking at the tenant contracts it is clear that the tenants themselves are responsible for the upkeep of the inside and outside of these premises. The building survey carried out on behalf of NSI indicates several areas of neglect from tenants in terms of upkeep and maintenance of both the buildings and grounds.

NSI are more than willing and capeable of taking on the ownership of the Industrial Units to ensure they are kept in an acceptable condition and support tenants to fulfill their lease as it would be in the interest of NSI to safeguard this.We believe this would help promote sustainable economoc growth in Newton Stewart.

It is NSI's proposal to continue allowing tenants to utilise the buildings under similar contracts to D&G Council, as it would be a lose/lose situation for us to take away the workshop/offices of well-established local businesses in Newton Stewart. We are also keen to ensure that the industrial units are always rented out to ensure a continous income from these buildings. 

As we are a Third Sector Organisation we are well positioned to secure external funding for the upgrade of the units to Net-Zero. 




	Benefits of proposal: The benefits of Newton Stewart Initative (NSI) taking over the Minnigaff Industrial Units are wideranging and listed below. 

There will be no change to the units in terms of tenants or agreements, however, due to our position as a Third Sector Organisation we will have better access to external funding such as Net-zero funds to allow for the maintenance of this asset, thus securing the Industrial Units feature for years to come.

The income generated from the Industrial Units will be invested into the community of Newton Stewart through the upkeep and maintenance of the Penninghame Centre as highlighted elsewhere. Over the years, we anticipate that the Penninghame Centre will generate enough income to allow for some of the income from the Minnigaff Industrial Units to be used sustainably. As we are a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) this will always entail that funds are used for the benefit of the community through our constitutional aims and objectives. 

NSI are keen to ensure that the units in question wll continue to contribute economic wellbeing in Newton Stewart by providing affordable units for rent. 

It could be argued that the income from the Industrial Units would be more sustainable in the hands of Newton Stewart Initiative as it would ensure that the income is kept local and goes straight towards community initiatives. The success of this application will have a feature on the sustainability of the Penninghame Centre. 

There is a strong demand and need for having a Community Centre in Newton Stewart, which has been highlighted in the Stage 2 application for Community Asset Transfer and Business plan for the Penninghame Centre and the Minnigaff Industrial Units. 

NSI has the expertise and experience to act as landlords as through a skills audit done within our organisation we have identified two Trustees who have experience of acting as Landlords. As a well-staffed organisation we also have the time to ensure that agreement between landlord and tenant is adhered to, and also to be able to offer extra advice and support, should it be needed. 

It is our belief that our Stage 2 application covers all five of the Council's Best Value Themes, which are highlighted below 

Economic development - NSI will keep the Industrial Units in proper condition through maintance scheduling, external funding requisition and in partnership with existing tenants. 

Regeneration - the income from the Industrial Units will help with the upkeep of the Penninghame Centre which aims to empower and regenerate the local community of Newton Stewart.

Public Health - NSI have recently gone into a working partnership with the Public Health Improvement team in the NHS to work collaboratively on initiatives which will help young people gain more information and be able to talk about public health matters such as vaping, health and wellbeing. The opportunities to do this would be far greater (and more comfortable) if we can use the Penninghame Centre as it allows for more confidential conversations and will also be more comfortable for our young people. To be able to run the Penninghame Centre responsibly we would be in need of funds to do this, hence where the Minnigaff Industrial Units come in. 

Social Wellbeing - The Penninghame Centre will allow for plenty of opportunities for people to be social through attending various groups. NSI are keen to address isolation for all ages and provide facilities to support this and are very aware of the impact this has on people's feeling of wellbeing. 

Environmental Wellbeing - NSI are in a position as a Third Sector Organisation to be able to get funding for the maintenance and improvement of the Minigaff Industrial Units. Funding for building maintenance is usually tailored around reaching Net-Zero targets which will ensure that the units will be kept in more environmentally suitable conditions towards the future. 


	What are the rights: 
	Negative consequences: We achknowledge that by Newton Stewart Initiaitive (NSI) taking over the Minnifgaff Industrial Units, there will be an economical loss to D&G Council for the loss of tenant payments for the Minnigaff Industrial Units. We are however, of the opinion that the cost is minimal considering D&G Council's budget, to be of a major financial consequence to the Council. Considering the positive impact NSI will bring to the town of Newton Stewart (and the surrounding area) through bringing back a Community Centre would

Some tenants are negative to NSI taking over the Minnigaff Industrial Units as they believe we stand in the way of them owning their own units. Reassurances have already been given to tenants about what NSI intend to do with the units and our position in relation to what will happen with the income we would get from the units - that it would go straight back into the community through initiatives initiated by us. A copy of the letter has been attached to this application. 
	Capacity to deliver: Newton Stewart Initiative (NSI) are well positioned to manage the Minnigaff Industrial Units, as we are already in ownership of the Newton Stewart Centre, which we run very successfully. 

We appreciate that owning Industrial Units, which has the added interest of having sitting tenants could be a bit more complicated. However, a recent skills audit within our organisation indicates that NSI are in a strong position in terms of having the capacity to deliver in terms of management of the units and also management of the tenants contracts.

We have Board Trustees who have been landlords for over a decade who bring a lot of experience with them in terms of legal responsibilities that NSI will have as landlords, we also have a Trustee who is a local business owner and owns an Industrial unit and thus has experience with owning such a building and the pro's and con's around this as well as any best practice guidance etc. We also have ongoing projects such as the management of our current facilities, project management of several capital projects and many small ones, all for the benefit of the community of Newton Stewart. 

Our Business Development Manager has previously been successful in getting several thousand pounds worth of funding for various initiatives and as an organisation we have an excellent reputation with quite a few funding bodies. 

We have an open offer of support from local solicitors who are willing to help on any matters we need legal advice on for a minimal fee and will seek support from them should we feel a need to do so arises. NSI are also proud members of Development Trust Association Scotland (DTAS) who have an excellent support system in place for their members in relation to holding Community Assets and buildings and all that it entails (budgets, fees, maintenance, funding, best practice etc.) which we are familiar with and will continue to utilise. 


	Level and nature of support: We have highlighted the support for Newton Stewart Initiative obtaining the Penninghame Centre in our Stage 2 application, and have also highlighted the high level of support we have from local organisations and businesses in doing this.

We have written letters to the current tenants of the Minnigaff Industrial Units to let them know of our proposals/Stage 1 application. One of our Trustees also went out to engage with the tenants involved and explained what Community Asset Transfer is and how iCommunity Asset Transfer works.

NSI will ensure to engage with tenants at a high level.

It is important to underline that the Minnigaff Industrial Units are vital to allowing NSI to take Community Asset Transfer of the Penninghame Centre and as highlighted previously there is a strong support for us taking on this building. As an organisation we will continue to work collaboratively with tenants, other organisations and individuals  to make this happen. 

	Funding: Newton Stewart Initiative are very aware of current funding streams in relation to getting buildings up to a net-zero carbon standard and we are in conversation with the Local Energy Trust on how we can achieve these goals. 

We will also ensure that a set percentage of rent from tenants gets put aside to cover maintenance costs for the Industrial Units. 
	Any restrictions: There are no restrictions that we are aware of. 
	Signature: 
	Name 2: 
	Name 3: 
	Address 2: 
	Address 3: 
	Date 2: 
	Date 3: 
	Position 2: 
	Position 3: 
	Signature 2: 
	Type of document attached: NSI Constitution signed 
	Documents attached 1: Arial map of Minnigaff Industrial Units 
	Documents attached 2: N/A
	Documents attached 3: Covered in Stage 2 CAT application (this document) and in our business plan which is attached 
	Documents attached 4: 
	Documents attached 5: 
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