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Kirkcudbright Galleries Café
An Exciting Business Rental Opportunity 

Café space on first 

floor overlooking  

St. Mary Street and 

the Parish Church
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Background
The Kirkcudbright Galleries is a nationally recognised 

art gallery that opened in March 2018. Kirkcudbright 

Town Hall was transformed by Dumfries and Galloway 

Council into a high quality, architect designed venue, 

presenting the story of Kirkcudbright’s art heritage 

in an innovative and engaging way, alongside other 

temporary historical and contemporary art exhibitions. 

The building consists of a ground floor gallery 

showcasing a core collection illustrating Kirkcudbright’s 

place in the story of Scottish Art in the period 1850 to 

the present day. Accompanying this are galleries on 

the first floor, the mezzanine and the second floor, 

presenting a programme of temporary and touring 

art and museum exhibitions and events. This changing 

exhibition programme will be a vital component to the 

success of the project, ensuring that visitors and local 

people return to the gallery time and again, each time 

seeing something new. 

Kirkcudbright Galleries is open all year and it attracts 

around 40,000 visits per year. Opening hours will be 

Summer hours (33 weeks) Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 

12pm - 5pm. Winter hours (19 weeks) Tues - Sat 10am - 

4pm, Sun 12pm - 4pm. 

The café is situated on the first floor at the front of the 

building overlooking the attractive Kirkcudbright Parish 

Church grounds and is an established business venture. 

The intention is to offer a range of hot and cold 

beverages, home-baked cakes and a varied lunchtime 

menu. Serious enquiries may be put in contact with the 

current tenants for further information.

As well as visits from locals and tourists to see the 

exhibitions and visit the shop, it is expected that 

the gallery will host a number of regular user group 

meetings ranging in numbers from 5 to up to 30. 

These may include lunch and morning/afternoon 

refreshments. There should be additional opportunities 

to cater for one-off events such as Council staff 

team meetings, small conferences, special events to 

accompany the exhibition programme and corporate 

hospitality events, Covid-19 allowing.
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Café Outline Details: 
• Seating up to 32 at 11 tables.

• Customer orders are placed at the serving counter 

with a view into open plan kitchen (meus on table 

plus blackboard at counter).

• The basic menu should include: coffees and teas; 

home-baking; home-made soup; filled rolls and 

baguettes; panini; filled baked potatoes; quiche/

cold meat/chicken and homemade salad; hot and 

cold deserts and ice cream.

• Basic equipment is included and maintained with 

the rental - coffee maker, soup urns, a Merrychef 

cooker, refrigeration, double sink, hand wash 

sink, dish washer, together with cutlery, crockery, 

glassware, condiments, pots and pans. Other 

equipment may be available on request.

• An annual rental will be payable. This excludes 

a recharge for electricity, which is metered 

separately. The rent excludes rates for the café 

including waste and water and use of a phone line. 

Annual PAT testing of kitchen electrical equipment 

is included.

• The agreement will run for a period of five years 

and can be renewed.

• The agreement will be subject to the offer and 

acceptance of a lease (full details available).



Enquiries 
To discuss this exciting opportunity please contact:

Anne Ramsbottom at the Stewartry Museum, St Mary St, 

Kirkcudbright, DG6 4AQ. Tel 01557 331643 

Anne.Ramsbottom@dumgal.gov.uk

or 

Nik Lane, Estates Officer, Cargen Tower, Garroch Business 

Park, Garroch Loaning, Dumfries DG2 8PN. Tel 01387 

273833

Nik.Lane@dumgal.gov.uk

Applicants will be selected on the basis of quality of 

service offered and sound business plan versus price. 

Applicants must be ready to begin trading in Feb 2022.

If you wish to tender please complete the tender 

document overleaf. Offers must also include a plan 

that tells us how your business will succeed. This plan 

should include information about your experience and 

training; the resources and equipment (excluding the 

café inventory) available to you; your knowledge of the 

market and your marketing strategy; your proposed 

staffing arrangements; and financial forecasts which 

demonstrate financial competency. The tender, clearly 

stating the level of annual rent offered, together with 

all supporting documents, is to be submitted in a sealed 

envelope addressed to:

Anne Ramsbottom, Museums Curator West, Stewartry 

Museum, St. Mary Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4AQ 

and marked: ‘Offer for the let of the Kirkcudbright 

Galleries Cafe’.

Closing date for offers is 12 noon on  

Monday 10 January 2022.

Mezzanine Level - café balcony level

First Floor - main café level

First Floor - main café level

Dumfries and Galloway Council give notice that:

1. The particulars are set out as a general outline for the 
guidance of intending purchasers and do not constitute, nor 
constitute part of, an offer or contract.

2. All descriptions, dimensions, areas, photographs and 
reference to condition, necessary permissions for use and 
occupation, and other details, are given without responsibility 
and any intending purchasers should not rely on them 
as statements or representations of fact but must satisfy 
themselves by inspection or otherwise as to the correctness 
of each of them. Where dimensions are shown, these are 
approximate only.

3. Included systems and appliances are un-tested and sold as 
seen and no warranty is given. Prospective purchasers should 
make their own investigations and enquiries.

4. Neither these particulars nor any communications by 
Dumfries and Galloway Council relative to the sale of this 
property or any part thereof shall be binding upon the 
Sellers (whether acted on or otherwise) unless the same is 
incorporated within a written document signed by the Sellers 
or on their behalf and are tested in conformity with Section 3 
of the Requirements of Writing (Scotland) Act 1995 or granted 
in pursuance of any such document.
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Tender Submission Document - Kirkcudbright Galleries Café
In order for Dumfries and Galloway Council to measure your potential suitability as a tenderer for the occupation 

of the Café based at the Kirkcudbright Galleries, please complete the following questions as thoroughly as 

possible. 

The information you supply will remain confidential and will not be shared with any other party. 

1. Name/Company Name

2. Address/Address of Company 

3. Name of Company Representatives

4. Address of Company Representatives

5. Detail any current or past financial difficulties you or your company has faced

6. Detail the insurances you hold or propose to take out

7. Detail your experience and qualifications

8. Detail how you would operate cafe. This should include staffing and opening times (which must meet the 

minimum requirements of the service) and should include outline menu (please attach separately). 

9. List current suppliers



10. List potential suppliers

11. Detail the markets you would like to develop and explore and how you would promote your business.

Please provide contact details and the other information listed for two referees who can verify the information 

provided in Part E. Note that contact may be made with referees without further reference to you.

13. a) Referee:

Contact Name:

Title/Position:

Address:

Daytime telephone number:

Email address:

Relationship to Tenderer

a) Referee:

Contact Name:

Title/Position:

Address:

Email address:

Relationship to Tenderer

14. Any other information:

15. I offer an annual rental of £

16. Signed 

Title/Position:

17. Date

Please return this document together with all supporting documents in a sealed envelope marked ‘Offer for the let 

of the Kirkcudbright Galleries Cafe’ addressed to:

Anne Ramsbottom, Museums Curator West, Stewartry Museum, St Mary St, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4AQ  

These documents must reach us no later than 12 noon on Monday 10 January 2022.


